Dedication.
Tour, and can vouch for the strict fideli publication1. Your literary alliance with ed friend, in consequence of having und one of his labours more complete, by you spcartr, a work which I am confident w the expectations of the publick, gives yc But I have a still more powerful inducem name to this volume, as it gives me an c ting the world know that I enjoy the hon< of your friendship ; and of thus publickly cere regard'with which I am,
My dear Sir,
Your very faithfu And obedien JAME LONDON, 2oth September, 1785.
1 Boswell's son James says that' in 1785 Mr. 1 Mr. Baldwin's printing-house a sheet of the : which contained Johnson's character. He was the spirit and fidelity of the portrait that he r< duced to its writer. From this period a friendshi them, which ripened into the strictest and me After Mr. Boswell's death in 1795 Mr. Malone every mark of affectionate attention towards his 1813, p. 518.
9 Malone began his edition of Shakespeare in out in 1790.   Prior's Malone, pp. 98, 166.